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Figure 1. Lateral neck radiograph demonstrating 2 round
radiopaque objects in the region of the vallecular (arrow).

Figure 2. Anterior neck radiograph demonstrating 2 round
[Ann Emerg Med. 2020;75:146.]

A 2-year-old boy was noted by his mother to suddenly begin crying, choking, and drooling, and attempting to reach into
his mouth and throat while sitting in his car seat. Several small, BB-sized, round magnets were noted in his hand. He was
driven to the emergency department, and on arrival, his symptoms had resolved. On examination, he was in no distress, was
without stridor, and had normal vital signs. His oropharynx was clear, without apparent abrasions or visualized foreign
body. Radiographs of the neck were obtained (Figures 1 and 2).

radiopaque objects in region of vallecular (arrow).
For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 170.
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